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After disposing of regular Cabinet business, as we were
about rising, the President informed us he had this morn-
ing removed Mr. Stanton. He had, he said, perhaps de-
layed the step too long. At all events, it was time the dif-
ficulty was settled.

Some one, I believe myself, inquired who was to be his
successor. The President said General Thomas, Adjutant-
General, would officiate ad interim and until a regular
Secretary was appointed.

I asked if Stanton had surrendered up the place and
General Thomas taken possession. The President said
General Thomas had called on S. and informed him of his
appointment; that Stanton seemed calm and submissive;
that some little conversation had passed between them as
to removing his books and papers, and S. was willing that
Thomas should act his pleasure.

Browning said he had been informed that Stanton
intended sending in his resignation to-day or to-morrow.
A few remarks took place on this subject. I wholly dis-
credited it, and expressed the belief he would under no
circumstances resign, except on the single contingency
of an assurance that he would not have Radical support.
I was surprised to hear that he had quietly surrendered
to General Thomas, and should be glad to hear that he
had left and that General T. was in the rooms, in pos-
session.

McCulloch said he doubted if Stanton had resigned, or
intended to. He and I had once differed. He had thought
Stanton would resign as soon as reinstated. I then said he
would not. The result McCulloch said had proved that
I was right and he was wrong. He now concurred with me.
Browning said he gave no credit to the rumor which he
had heard. It came to him through Cox, his Chief Clerk,
who caught everything afloat.

The President said he had also brevetted Major-General
G. H. Thomas to be Lieutenant-General and General, or
rather that he had sent in these brevets to the Senate.